Music next to Theology: The Impact and Influence of Martin Luther\u27s Reformation on Johann Sebastian Bach by Ryan, James H.
Musical Offerings 
Volume 10 
Number 2 Fall 2019 Article 3 
10-7-2019 
Music next to Theology: The Impact and Influence of Martin 
Luther's Reformation on Johann Sebastian Bach 
James H. Ryan 
Cedarville University, jhryan@cedarville.edu 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.cedarville.edu/musicalofferings 
 Part of the Fine Arts Commons, and the Musicology Commons 
DigitalCommons@Cedarville provides a publication platform for fully open access journals, 
which means that all articles are available on the Internet to all users immediately upon 
publication. However, the opinions and sentiments expressed by the authors of articles 
published in our journals do not necessarily indicate the endorsement or reflect the views of 
DigitalCommons@Cedarville, the Centennial Library, or Cedarville University and its employees. 
The authors are solely responsible for the content of their work. Please address questions to 
dc@cedarville.edu. 
Recommended Citation 
Ryan, James H. (2019) "Music next to Theology: The Impact and Influence of Martin Luther's Reformation 
on Johann Sebastian Bach," Musical Offerings: Vol. 10 : No. 2 , Article 3. 
DOI: 10.15385/jmo.2019.10.2.3 
Available at: https://digitalcommons.cedarville.edu/musicalofferings/vol10/iss2/3 
Music next to Theology: The Impact and Influence of Martin Luther's Reformation 
on Johann Sebastian Bach 
Document Type 
Article 
Abstract 
The artistic figure and music of Johann Sebastian Bach looms large in the history of Western arts and 
culture. His influences were many, but one strong influence in his life's work was that of the Protestant 
Reformation and the theology of the Lutheran church. Through this research, it is evident that Bach 
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assembled through the study of historical documentation in the form of primary and secondary sources. 
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